
 

 

 
 
 

COSHH HAZARD ASSESSMENT Number: 2 

Substance/Product Name and Description: 
Sodium Metabisulphite, supplied as a liquid in a sealed container. 

How is Supplied Substance to be used and quantity to be used: 
Substance is poured directly into water storage tanks, quantity depends on the size of the tank and system. 
 

Assessment of risk and precautions taken: 
Harmful if swallowed, irritating to eyes, respiratory system and skin. 
Contact with acids liberates toxic gas. 
Keep away from acids, avoid spilling, avoid direct contact with eyes, skin and clothing. 
Prevent undiluted substance from entering the drains. 
Use in well ventilated areas. 

Personal Protective Equipment Provided: 
Impermeable gloves. 
Approved chemical safety goggles or face protection. 
Apply barrier cream to hands and exposed skin. 

 

First Aid Information and Emergency Actions: 
General:    In all cases of doubt or when symptoms persist, always seek medical attention. 
Inhalation: Move affected person to fresh air. If recovery is not rapid, seek medical attention. 

Ingestion:  Only when conscious, rinse mouth with plenty of water and give plenty of water to drink  

                     (approx 500ml). Do not induce vomiting. In case of spontaneous vomiting, be sure that vomit can drain  
                      freely because of the danger of suffocation. Keep patient at rest and obtain medical attention. 

Skin:          Remove contaminated clothing. Wash affected area with plenty of soap and water. If 

                     irritation persists, seek medical attention. Launder clothing before re-use.    
Eyes:         Rinse immediately plenty of water for at least 5 minutes while lifting the eye lids. Seek medical attention.  
                  continue to rinse.           
Spillage Procedures: 
Vacuum or wet sweep and place in a suitable and closable labelled container for disposal. Avoid dry sweeping or 
other methods which raise dust. Wash the area clean with water and detergent, observing environmental 
requirements. 

 

Fire Procedures: 
Extinguishing Media:           Use extinguishing media suitable against surrounding fire or the cause of  

                                                     fire. 

Special Fire Fighting           Take measures to retain water used for extinguishing. Do not release 

Procedures:                         contaminated water into drains, soil and surface water. Dispose of       

                                                     contaminated water and soil according to local regulations. 

Hazardous Combustion      Noxious or toxic vapours may be released in fire situation. 

Products: 
Protective Measures in Fire: Fire fighters should wear self contained breathing apparatus. 
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